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Coming Events

21, 28
sept

Mad Hatter Tea Party
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm | Convivial Café, Leg in Boot 
Square
Listen! Laugh! Enjoy! Mary Gavan will lead 
the final two storytelling circles (5 minutes 
max please). Tea and treats by donation, hats 
available.

25  
sept

Celebration of Life for Beryl Wilson
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm  | Dockside Restaurant, 
Granville Island Hotel
We are gathering materials in celebration of Beryl 
to be housed on the False Creek South website, 
alongside the archive of The Creek. If you would 
like to contribute a written story, recollection 
or photograph of Beryl, please send your file 
via email to Robyn at replan@falsecreeksouth.
org. If you have printed photos that ought to 
be scanned and returned to you, please also 
contact Robyn by email, to arrange for pick-up 
and return. 
To see existing archives of The Creek newspaper, 
visit falsecreeksouth.org.

19, 21
sept

Granville Bridge Connector Workshops 
Various times | CityLab Vancouver, 
511 West Broadway
Visit a workshop and provide your opinion on 
the Granville Bridge Connector.  Go to https://
vancouver.ca/streets-transportation/granville-
bridge-connector.aspx for more info.
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Between the Bridges is Going Online Starting in October! 
Beginning with the October issue, the Between the Bridges newsletter will be 
available online only with increased coverage of neighbourhood people and events.  
Watch your email for announcements of the latest news and views or visit  
www.falsecreeksouth.org/betweenthebridges/.

A New Neighbourhood, not another Housing Project: Vancouver’s 
False Creek South, Four Decades Later

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm | Sitka Square Meeting Room, 1920 Sitka Square

False Creek South is the outcome of lessons learned from the urban 
renewal and public housing projects of the 1950s and 1960s. David 
Hulchanski will place the 1970s development and evolution of the False 
Creek South neighbourhood in the context of other new neighbourhoods 
that were developed in the postwar decades, neighbourhoods that are 
now facing renewal challenges. The aim is to bring a wider perspective 
to the consideration of the possible futures for False Creek South.

David Hulchanski is a professor of housing and community development 
at the University of Toronto’s Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work. 

Register at hulchanski.eventbrite.com.

3
oct
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Looking out over her beloved 
False Creek, 89 year old Beryl 
Wilson told me that her last 
weeks were the happiest 
days of her life. She received 
so much love, affection and 
“good food” from family, 
friends and neighbours that 
she realized she was loved.  
And that she had made a 
contribution.

And what a contribution! 
Editing, writing, and 
publishing the four-page 
newspaper, The Creek from 
1982-2002.

When Beryl stood at the north 
side of Alder Street in 1978, 
surveying the landscape of 
False Creek South, she knew 
she had found her community 
where she could know her 

neighbours and live well as a 
single woman. At age 48, the 
former Brit had no inkling of 
the important work ahead of 
her in her new Spruce Village 
home.

The next winter an issue of 
The Creek came through her 
letterbox. She called it “the 
icing on the cake! We even 
have our own little paper.”  
But before long, and to her 

Neighbour Profile
Special Delivery: Beryl Wilson, Madam Editor
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dismay, the paper closed. 
She approached a few 
writers, hoping they would 
take it over, and outlined a 
publication plan, including 
articles for the first issue, who 
would write them, where it 
could be typeset and printed, 
how it could be financed, 
where and how it would be 
delivered, etc. (April, 2002. 
The Creek)

In the end, the only person 
willing to take on such 
momentous work was Beryl 
herself.  She was then 52 
and, as she later recalled, 
exasperated.

 “I was spending so much 
energy trying to find someone 
to revive The Creek, to no 
avail, I just decided ,”Tsk! 
There’s nothing to it; I’ll do it 
myself.

“Probably due to my 
complete lack of any previous 
journalism experience, the 
paper reflected my personality 
to such a degree that people 
often referred to The Creek 
simply as ‘Beryl’s paper”. 

And that personality?  A 
deep laugh, a curious, caring, 
lover of knowledge and civil 
society, a witty and boisterous 
presence. 

By Theresa O’Leary, former 
CBC journalist
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Flashback 
Ripples from ‘The Creek’

In June 1982, Beryl Wilson 
wrote her first editorial in 
The Creek newspaper. She 
continued as Editor until July 
2002. We intend to draw on 
her twenty years of reporting 
on the False Creek South 
neighbourhood in sharing 
excerpts from her editorials.

Here are a few selections 
from her first editorial. You 
can access this and other 
issues in the archive of 
The Creek at http://www.
falsecreeksouth.org/the-
creek-newspaper-archive/.

“GREETINGS from your 
Publisher and Editor. Who 
better to wish us well than 
ourselves?

How do you become 
a Publisher? You finally 
decide to stop looking for 
somebody ELSE to do the 
job?

 How do you become an 
Editor? Simply phone a 
would-be Publisher for 

information for your Co-
op newsletter and she’ll 
respond, ‘You’re just the 
person I’ve been waiting to 
meet. How would you like 
to be Editor of our local 
paper?’

How do you recruit delivery 
staff and reporters? Sit 
on the seawall with an 8 
year-old neighbour and tell 
her about the paper. She’ll 
promptly rush off to ask 
mother for permission to 
deliver it and report back 
in five minutes, ‘My Mum 
says I can and she’d like to 
be a reporter…’

Our ambitions are modest 
- to inform and entertain, 
and to have fun doing it.” 

Much has changed in 
our neighbourhood since 
1982 but our ambitions for 
Between the Bridges are 
much the same.



7

A Friend Remembers Beryl 
 

I worked with Beryl Wilson 
and wrote a monthly column 
entitled the Granville Island 
Rambler. As I was getting 
ready to leave her home on 
a recent visit she reached 
out and and gently grasped 
my arm - and with her warm 
smile she said: “David, there 
are only two things in life that 
are important. The first is 
that we are loved — and the 
second is that we made a 
difference.” 

Beryl was loved and 
cherished by many; and she 
made an incredible difference 
in the lives she touched. Her 
amazing little paper was the 
fabric upon which our South 
False Creek neighbourhood 
wove a tapestry that bound 
and brought our community 
together. I am incredibly 
saddened by her passing - 
however I am also incredibly 
glad she came my way. I miss 
you lovely lady.

David McCann is a past 
treasurer of the False Creek 
South Neighbourhood 
Association. He was also an 
active member of the Greater 
Vancouver Floating Home 
Co-op in Spruce Harbour.

For more stories remembering Beryl, go to 
falsecreeksouth.org/remembering-beryl/
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Published under the auspices of the False 
Creek South Neighbourhood Association. 

Editorial committee: Charlie Richmond, Evan 
Alderson, Margaret Eberle, Sharon Yandle, 
Susan Wright   

Design and layout by Wendee Lang 

Are you interested in contributing to the 
FCSNA newsletter?  
Email your photos and ideas to  
newsletter@falsecreeksouth.org.

Contributors

Get this monthly newsletter delivered 
directly to your inbox! Subscribe online 
at falsecreeksouth.org/subscribe/ 

Subscribe Online

This year’s Grill’nChill, the (almost) 
annual neighbourhood picnic sponsored 
by the FCSNA, took place on August 
18 in Charleson Park. Organized by 
Pascale Rozada, along with her event 
partners Beth Dempster, Robyn Chan 
and Laurie Anderson, the afternoon 
featured The Goldies (Judy Lynne’s 
ukulele band), guitarist Jon Dron, games 
for kids and kids at heart, lots of burgers 
and lots and lots of sweets.  

Two hundred or so neighbours including 
some from Margaret Mitchell House 
enjoyed the festivities, the company 
and the efforts of many volunteers. 
Reflecting on all the work by herself and 
others, Pascale commented, “To me, 
that’s what made me more connected 
to this place and the people, doing 
something together, having fun doing it 
and for the benefit and enjoyment of all.” 
Thank you!

Ukelele Group at this year’s Grill ‘n Chill


