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Coming Events
27
april

Annual Spring Cleanup

10:00 am - 12:00 pm | Convivial Cafe in Leg-in-Boot Square or the
False Creek Community Centre
Bring the whole family and pitch in to tidy the neighbourhood!

27
april

4
may

4
may

Ocean Concrete 21st Annual Open House
9:00 am - 4:00 pm | Granville Island

Join Ocean Concrete as it opens its gates to the public for a day of
family fun.
May the 4th Be With You: Family Night

6:30 pm - 9:30 pm | H.R. MacMillan Space Centre, 1100 Chestnut St.
Come as your favourite Rebel or Empire character to this Star Wars
dress-up night.

Jane’s Walk: False Creek South –
Where it Came From, Where it’s Going
10:00 am - 11:30 am | Laurel
Landbridge Park, 2275 Laurel St.

Jane’s Walk: Take Note – Sounds of
False Creek South

2:30 pm to 4:00 pm | Olympic Village
Station

5
may
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Jane’s Walk: Urban Agriculture Around
the Creek
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm | Thornton Park,
1166 Main St.

Jane’s Walk is an annual
festival of free, citizen-led
walking conversations inspired
by Jane Jacobs, the visionary
urban writer and activist of
the 1970s. Jane’s Walks take
place in cities around the
country on May 3rd, 4th and
5th, 2019.
Go to
https://janeswalkvancouver.
wordpress.com for more
information.

11
may

19
may

29
may

30
may

Rain City Block Party

12:00 pm - 6:00 pm | under the Cambie Bridge
Outdoor, free, and open to all ages.
Spot Prawn Festival 2019

11:00 am - 3:00 pm | False Creek Fishermen’s
Wharf, 1505 West 1st Avenue
May 29 – June 4 Vancouver International
Children’s Festival
Granville Island

The Transportation Future of False Creek
South

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm | Creekview Housing Co-op
Register at https://dobrovolny.eventbrite.com

The Transportation Future of False Creek South
The transportation geometry of False Creek South is defined by
three corridors: the Seawall to the north; the arterial to the south;
and the roadways following the old railway path that serve local
access, but not through passage for private vehicles.
Jerry Dobrovolny, the Chief Engineer of the City of Vancouver,
will offer his perspectives on the present and future of each of
these corridors and their place within his vision for the future of
transportation in Vancouver. He will also discuss how processes
for citizen involvement in planning for change might be improved.
Go to falsecreeksouth.org/events for more on coming events.
Image by shootmathers
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Neighbour Profile
Small Miracles
You might walk by the first
time and not notice the small
miracle. At first glance there
is nothing unusual about a
group of adults, some with
happy dogs, chatting on a
wide part of the seawall just
west of Spyglass. The second
time you pass by, you might
become a little curious. Who
are these people and why are
they consistently here – same
place, same time? And then
there’s all that smiling and
hugging! Who does that?

If you walk by about 07:15
you will likely see Lee Van
Steinburg, rolling along in his
motorized wheelchair, dressed
for whatever the weather.
He takes up his position on
the wall near the benches,
facing the water, and waits
for the regulars to arrive. He
lights up a joint and watches
the morning light change.
This has been his daily ritual
for 9 years. If this informal
gathering has a king pin, an
instigator, a host – it would
Continued on page 5
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be Lee. Cordial to all, a kind
listener, a keen observer and a
petter of dogs. People start to
arrive in singles, pairs, some
with dogs straining joyfully at
their leashes to be loved up
by Lee. Some walk briskly by,
waving a cheery hello without
stopping. Others stay just for
a moment, but most linger for
a chat, a pet, a hug. Aquabus
drivers slow and honk in
greeting.
Years pass and the folks
gather daily. Some move
away. Newcomers are warmly

welcomed. Friendships are
made. They share their day,
their life. And they will meet
again tomorrow. They co-create
community and connection.
Back in the 70’s, False
Creek South was designed
as an experiment in social
diversity.
What
happens
when neighbours come from
diverse backgrounds, mixing
up incomes and households?
Small miracles, that’s what.
Community. Those far-sighted
city planners got it right.
By Carol Boothroyd

Clean Team Cleans Up
Margaret Mitchell Place Pitches In
While the community prepares
for its annual cleanup this
week, keeping False Creek
South clean happens every
day in the eastern side of the
neighbourhood.
The Clean Team - residents
of Margaret Mitchell Place at
Ash Street near Commodore–
work in pairs in the daily task of
cleaning garbage and debris
from the immediate adjacent
areas and beyond.

One of many programs with
honoraria attached involving
tasks both inside the building
and the community at large,
the Clean Team consists of
two residents whose names
are drawn from a hat daily.
Their assignment: Clean up
areas including the EasyPark
lot, the green space and train
tracks, under the Cambie
Bridge and even as far north
as the seawall.
Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5

Byron Slack, Project Manager,
calls the program “a wonderful
way for the residents to give
back, participate as active
members of the community
and have ownership over their
new homes.
“I can accurately state that the
surrounding area is more free
of garbage and debris than
before we began tenanting 8
months ago.
“People who live nearby often
approach the Clean Team
while they’re on their rounds
to thank them for their work
well done.
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“And” he added, “as the
newest addition to False
Creek South and with the
Clean Team yielding positive
results for our people and
the long-standing community
around us, we are excited
to work together with the
neighbourhood as a team.”
As part of that teamwork
the community will welcome
neighbours from Margaret
Mitchell Place who will join in
on the Creek-wide cleanup on
April 27.

Did you know...
Names, names, names

1
2
3
4
5

That in the early 70’s the architectural firm of
Thompson, Berwick & Pratt, designing much of the
emerging community of False Creek South, tasked
the students they’d employed with naming the
newly-created streets?

That one of those students, Jef Keighley, who later
became a union organizer, named the Castings,
Ironwork Passage and Forge Walk to honour his
father who had long worked for Vancouver Iron and
Engineering Works?

That the then-student, now architect Tony Green,
gave the new plaza the name of Leg-In-Boot Square
after learning that on that site police had discovered
a high-cut boot with a leg in it, which went unclaimed
by its never-discovered owner?

That the short street west of the Square was, and
is, named Ferry Row after a projected ferry stop that
never materialized?

That one of the workers building the wooden walkway
on the seawall at Spruce Harbour Marina was an
Italian by name of Cesare who, the story goes, talked
so much and so loudly and authoritatively during its
construction that his workmates named it Caesar’s
Bridge – a name that exists to this day?
Image by Ruth Hartnup
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Connaught
Housing
Co-op Burns
their Mortgage
The
Connaught
Housing
Cooperative recently burned
their mortgage!
Founding
member
Marie
Burchell has been helping to
pay it down since 1984. Coop
members are now discussing
how best to use the extra funds.

Subscribe Online
Get this monthly newsletter delivered
directly to your inbox! Subscribe online at
falsecreeksouth.org/subscribe/ .

Contributors
Are you interested in contributing to the
FCSNA newsletter? Email your photos and
ideas to newsletter@falsecreeksouth.org.
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