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The City of Vancouver initiated the False Creek South Neighbourhood Association in the 1970s in 
order to create a collective voice for residents within its visionary new livable community along the 
south shore of False Creek. Over the years the Association has represented neighbourhood views, 
negotiated improvements,  sponsored numerous community-oriented events and initiatives, and 
collaborated in planning for long-term change. 

Recently, the Association has realized that it can do more to reach out to all residents of this remark-
able neighbourhood in order to help build connections among us, provide current news and, in the 
words of our constitution, promote a friendly, positive, vibrant sense of community. 

Between the Bridges follows from that.  In it you will find community news and profiles, discussion 
of issues affecting the neighbourhood’s future, event announcements, and other items of interest to 
all whose lives are enriched by living right here. 

We welcome your ideas and suggestions: newsletter@falsecreeksouth.org

To receive the newsletter by email: falsecreeksouth.org/subscribe/

Introduction to Between the Bridges
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Coming Events

4
april

Can False Creek South 
Remain a Model 
Community in a 
Changing World?

with Dr. David Ley

7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at 
1092 Sitka Square

Register at  
davidley.eventbrite.com

27
april

Neighbourhood 
Cleanup
Pitch in to tidy the 
neighbourhood!

10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
at Convivial Cafe or the 
False Creek Community 
Centre

Are you interested in contributing to the 
FCSNA newsletter? Email your photos and 
ideas to newsletter@falsecreeksouth.org.

Contributors

Get this monthly newsletter delivered 
directly to your inbox! Subscribe online at 
falsecreeksouth.org/subscribe/.

Subscribe Online

Can False Creek South Remain a Model Community in a 
Changing World?

City Council created False Creek South in the spirit of the 1970s 
as an innovative built environment, for a mix of incomes and 
households. Its mid density urban design and social success 
stand in comparison with the 1990’s ideology of globalization 
that shaped the North Shore of False Creek. 

In this talk, Dr. Ley will offer a few speculations about how False 
Creek South’s innovative characteristics might be retained and 
extended in the context of the global capital/eco-density world 
of the present. 

Dr. David Ley is an Emeritus Professor of urban and social 
geography at UBC. This series is the first of the FCSNA speaker 
series.



4

When Beth Dempster wondered 
what to name her first coffee 
shop she received unequivocal 
advice: Find a short word that 
people will understand.

Instead, she chose Convivial 
because “it’s such a great word 
and I love it”. Conceding that 
“hardly anyone knows what it 
means”, she devotes half a wall 
in the cafe to the dictionary 
definition. If customers don’t 
know the word coming in, they 
certainly do going out.

Nothing could explain 
Beth better than that  
name choice. She doesn’t 
follow the beaten track,  

and she shares what she loves.

When you see Beth behind 
the counter in Leg-In-Boot 
Square’s Convivial Café, you 
wouldn’t know you’re watching 
a wilderness guide who 
worked almost 30 summers 
backpacking and canoeing in 
BC, primarily the West Coast 
Trail. Nor would you guess at her 
Forestry degree or her Master’s 
from the University of Waterloo’s 
School of Planning, nor her 
years as an Ontario researcher 
and journal editor. 

You might, however, recognize 
the Beth who worked as a camp 
cook in northern BC. Born  and 

Neighbour Profile
Convivial? Very!
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raised in Vancouver, she came 
home for good in 2015, calling 
upon that experience to 
reconnect with the business of 
feeding people. 

And she takes that seriously. 
Another half wall at Convivial 
sets out “pay it forward” sticky 
notes. Customers who can 
afford it pin up a donated 
amount for coffee or whatever, 
and customers who can’t, select 

what’s already paid for. Sunday 
dinners work on the same 

principle. Order a meal 
for yourself, or one for 

you and for someone 

else, or just for someone else, 
whoever it may be.  

Traditional Christmas dinners 
follow the same logic, though 
here neighbours also volunteer 
to help serve or provide home 
delivery.

Is all this effort worth it?

“It all works out somehow”, says 
Beth. “Community is important”.
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Planning False Creek South
What’s next?

In the early 1970s the City of 
Vancouver took a bold step 
in reimagining the former 
industrial lands at False 
Creek South as a new urban 
residential neighbourhood. 
The master plan called for a 
mix of one-third each of non-
market rental housing, co-
ops and condominiums in a 
low-to mid-rise, high amenity 
neighbourhood patterned on 
residential enclaves.  It has been 
an innovative and award winning 
neighbourhood that continues 
as an inclusive community for 
all ages and incomes. 

Fast forward almost 50 years, 
and the City has embarked 
upon a community planning 
process for False Creek South 
that will result in a roadmap for 
future development. Initiated 
in May of 2017, the first part of 
that process led to a Council-
approved vision for the future 
that reaffirms the past:

“A renewed False Creek South 
enhances the living legacy of 
the community in realizing 
incremental growth in an 
equitable, innovative manner.

It is a place where a diversity of 
people live, work, interact, shop 
and play, and where strong 
social and physical connections 
exist. It is a resilient and 
sustainable neighbourhood in 
the city core.”

*RePlan, a committee of the 
FCSNA, has been at work 
for years advocating for this 
continuity of spirit, even as it 
recognizes that the density of 
this residential neighbourhood 
will necessarily increase. 

Now the formal planning 
process may soon resume, 
following a hiatus to discuss 
leasehold issues. It will do so 
under guidance of a new Council 
with new priorities, and within a 
changing urban context: How 
will the Broadway Corridor 
Planning influence what 
happens here? How will both fit 
within CityPlan and a renewed 
emphasis on affordability? Will 
there be a major realignment of 
roadways into and through the 
neighbourhood? What about 
climate change?  

*RePlan is launching a speaker 
series to address these and 
other questions (page 3).



*RePlan 
Community planning update

It’s been a busy few months for 
*RePlan. During the municipal 
election in October, *RePlan 
held “Conversations with 
Candidates” to ask those 
running for Mayor and Council 
about False Creek South and 
how they would govern. 

Since November’s election, 
the group has met with several 
councillors and Mayor Stewart’s 
Chief of Staff. Through these 
discussions, *RePlan hopes 
to develop a workplan and 
procedures to restart lease 
negotiation in an honourable 
way, consistent with ideas 
expressed by the new Council.

False Creek South co-ops are 
coordinating efforts with the Co-
op Housing Federation of BC, 
which has also faced challenges 
in negotiating leases throughout 
the city. 

Strata leaseholders, whose 
experiences have been similar, 
have recently formed a legal 
bargaining unit – the *RePlan 
Strata Leaseholders Society. 

This group is leveraging power in 
numbers by negotiating with the 
City as a united body. More than 
60% of all strata leaseholders 
have joined – thanks to the hard 
work of volunteers – and more 
than 200 people attended the 
group’s first Special General 
Meeting in February.

In other news, *RePlan recently 
gathered a small group 
to restart the community 
planning process. Together, 
we’re exploring a few sites 
to better understand how 
the neighbourhood could 
accommodate more housing, 
while maintaining False Creek 
South’s medium density urban 
design. This housing could 
provide much-needed units for 
seniors, workers, and low and 
moderate income families. 

Over the next few months, 
*RePlan will be hosting 
workshops on topics key to this 
process, so keep an eye out! 

replan@falsecreeksouth.org
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