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The Law 
 City of Vancouver NOISE CONTROL BY-LAW NO. 6555c defines Noise as:  

“noises or sounds which are objectionable or 

liable to disturb the quiet, peace, rest, 

enjoyment, comfort or convenience of 

individuals or the public” 



The Context 

• Some people may think that aircraft noise is 
part of “city living”. This is NOT true since 
according to the CoV Noise Bylaw, South 
False Creek is designated as Quiet Zone 
residential area. 

• The maximum noise level allowed in a quite 
zone is 55 dB.  

• Float planes produce noise levels at 75 dB, 
way above the Construction Zone level of 65 
dB. 



The Situation 

• Just imagine: 
– For example, during a 30 minutes time interval, on the evening 

of September 24th 2013, there were 5 small aircrafts, 1 jet 
aircraft, and 3 helicopters hovering above our townhouse. 

– On July 20th, 2018, between 6:00 PM and 6:13 PM, there were 
10 float plane over-flights above us. 

 

• Harbour Air Operations: 

– An increase of 18% from 2014 to 2017. This is an average of 6% 

per year. Where will this stop?  

 

– Harbour Air has acquired three more seaplanes in 2018 and, 

obviously, there will be a spike in flight operations for 2018. 

 



Health Implications 

• Physiological Effects 
– Hypertension can lead to strokes and heart disease, kidney 

disease and dementia. 

 

• Psychological Effects 
– Noise annoyance can lead to depression, anxiety and increased 

isolation. 



We Have Rights 

 

• According to the City Noise Bylaw, we are entitled to a 
quite enjoyment of our townhouse and to a peaceful 
enjoyment of our roof top deck and yard.  

 

• Whales have more rights than people in Vancouver. The 
Vancouver Fraser Port Authority has implemented the 
ECHO program to mitigate underwater noise impact of 
shipping activities on whales in the region. 



The Problem 
 

• We live under YVR path. We do not need additional, constant 
noise disturbance produced by float planes and helicopters. 
 

• This is a situation that is affecting our quality of life. 
 

• These float plane and helicopter noise levels, given their 
duration and frequency, would be considered noise events 
contraventions by CoV, if the noise was generated at the 
street level, and by the YVR Authority, if the aircraft took off or 
landed at YVR. Hefty fines would have followed. 
 

• CHMC and ICAO noise abatement regulations apply to new 
residential developments near airports. 
 

• But there is no noise regulation in place for Harbour Air float 
planes and news helicopters flying over old neighbourhoods. 



Aircraft Noise Offenders 

Sources of aircraft noise by disturbance:  

• Float planes 

• News and Film helicopters 

• YVR traffic 

• VGH helicopter – It is important to note that this is 

an essential service aircraft and we are not complaining 

about it but we must state it is an absolute presence in 

the area. 



News and Film Helicopters 



Float Planes 



YVR Airport Traffic 



VGH Air Ambulance 



We live in three airports: 
YVR – Vancouver International Airport 

CXH - Vancouver Harbour Water Airport 

CBK4 - Vancouver (General Hospital) Heliport 



The YVR trajectory over our house 



Safety Concerns 

• On November 4th, 2018, two small planes crashed mid-air in Ottawa killing one 
person. 

• On March 18th 2014, the Seattle’s KOMO Television helicopter crashed onto a 
car killing two people on board and critically injuring one man in the car. The 
aviation fuel set a truck and two cars on fire.  

• Below is a scene from Vancouver: an accident waiting to happen: 

 

 



CTV News Helicopter 

• CTV helicopter flies over our neighbourhood every day 

• In an obsessive manner and, the nicer the weather, the more loops it does 

 



Global News Helicopter 

• In the same day, and the same hour, Global was circling too 

 



News and Filming Helicopters 

 



Overlapping YVR traffic with News 

helicopters and float planes 



Noise Levels 



2016 Noise Level Report at 

Vancouver Museum 
• YVR has collected and analyzed noise data for 51 

days in the spring of 2016. 

 

• 568 noise events related to non-YVR aircrafts and 
65 noise events related to helicopter operations. 
An average of 12 noise events per day. 

 

• Only a small portion (under 20%) of Harbour Air 
float planes fly over the Vancouver Museum area. 

 

• Spring is not the busiest time for HA.  



Actions Taken 

• Raised our concerns with:  
– Harbour Air, Harbour Flight Center, YVR Authority and YVR 

Aeronautical Noise Management Committee, and Global News 

– MLA, City of Vancouver Mayor and Council, and BC 
Transportation Ministry, Coal Harbour, Downtown, Yaletown, 
South False Creek and False Creek Neighbourhood 
Associations 

– MP, Transport Canada, NAV Canada, Civil Aviation 
Communication Centre, and the Minister of Transport Marc 
Garneau 

• Signed an online petition to CoV – 154 residents signed 
already 

• Requested that YVR installs a noise measuring device in our 
neighbourhood 



The Response 

• Received responses:  
– City of Vancouver Council and BC Transportation Ministry: 

not their jurisdiction 

– YVR: declined to install a new measuring device in our 
neighbourhood; they do not collect non-YVR aircrafts 
noise concerns 

 

• Minister of Transport Marc Garneau: recommends us  
to engage in constructive dialogue with the various 
aerodrome operators in the region to determine if some 
of the ideas included in my letter that would alleviate the 
noise burden can be implemented. 

 

• 154 residents have signed the online petition 



Noise Concerns 

 

• Noise concerns are addressed at community level. Transport 

Canada is sensitive to residents’ concerns about aircraft noise.  

 

– Dedicated e-mail (noise@yvr.ca)  

– Real-time flight and noise tracking system 

(https://webtrak.emsbk.com/yvr5)  

– YVR Noise Information Line (604-207-7097), 24-hours.  

 

https://webtrak.emsbk.com/yvr5


Our Neighbours are raising noise concerns – the 

more concerns we raise the better the outcome for 

our neighbourhood 



Next Steps 

• Engage with Harbour Air to reach a solution 

 

• Request that CoV installs a noise measuring device in our 
neighbourhood 

 

• Follow up with CoV regarding the petition to ban non-essential air 
traffic over Vancouver 

 

• Request that YVR starts collecting non-YVR aircraft noise concerns 

 

• Request NAV Canada to enforce higher altitude for Harbour Air 
tours 

 

• Forward the proposed solution to Minister of Transport for review 
and implementation 



Thank you! 


