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This husky little 24 ft. cod fishing boat, Kivi, was built by Allan Farrell and launched from Pender
Harbour in 1940. Over five decades, Allan and Sharie Farrell, who live on Gabriola Island, have
built and sailed more than 40 wooden boats of various sizes.

GVRD observes Dogs in Parks

Preliminary research by the
Greater Vancouver Regional
Districtestimates 256,000 Lower
Mainland residents own 320,000
dogs.

The GVRD is analysing data
from one of the largest studies
ever undertaken on the topic of
dog behaviour, specifically dogs
in parks. It entailed 9,000
observations and 800 interviews
at regional parks

According to John MacFarlane,
GVRD resource management
specialaist:

"We know about dog health,
about dog behaviour, but very
little about how dogs and people
behave in parks. We know more
about wolves and coyotes in
natural areas than dogs."

Regional parks were established
to preserve specific habitats and
there is concern free-running dogs
threaten wildlife and fragile
ecologies. Yet to ban dogs is to
invite lawlessness, acknowledges
Rick Hankin, manager of regional
parks, and to reduce park use.

The GVRD will hold a
symposium in May to present the
findings of the study and to hear
from the public - pro and anti-
pooch. (Call 436-6800 for more
information).

On our local scene, for a long
time the 'dog problem' people
complained about wasthat owners
were not diligent enough about
'pooper scooping'.

Education, tactful pressure from

passers-by, remonstrating signs
and installation of two plastic bag
holders around Charleson Park
seem to have done the trick as the
complaint is heard much less often
now,.

Sadly it has been replaced by a
new one since Charleson Park was
designated an 'off-leash’' park for
dogs : about too many dogs being
off-leash, at all hours of the day
and night; about pedestrians
feeling threatened by the
gambolling large animals and too
many of the big dogs behaving
aggressively toward small ones.
The tiny dogsareterrified atbeing
approached by even a friendly big
dog. The atmosphere is upsetting
enough to prompt one small dog
owner to send a message.

""Attention'' Dog Owners using Charleson Park

A message from a local dog owner

There are grumblings from
concerned local citizens about
the new "Off Leash" provisions
in Charleson Park. There is no
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doubt many dog owners are now
coming from other areas to take
advantage of the lenient policy.
If owners donot take responsibitity

Some of the complains are:

walking their pets in 'off-leash’ hours.

to remedy the situation and
exercise more control and
discretion, the privilege will be
removed.

Dogsoff leash all along the seawall from Cambie Bridge to Granville Island.
Dogs off leash in Charleson park during ON leash hours: 10 am. -5 p.m.

. Owners not in control of their dogs.

. Dogs not within voice control of their owners.
. Dogs rushing pedestrians of all shapes and sizes (especially during the dark fall and winter evenings).
. Large dogs rushing small dogs - this is becoming a sufficient problem to deter small dog owners from

A Boatin the Rafters

Renovated restaurant maintains
Granville Island's industrial theme

1|ew passers-by who
witnessed this old
fishboat being hoisted
onto the deck of
Granville Island would have
believed it was tobe manoeuvered
into the innards of the old
Mulvaney's restaurant, currently
undergoing a massive recon-
struction. It is now installed in
the rafters above the dining room_

The project has surely turned
out to be more than the new
owners could have bargained for
(such ventures invariably do!).
Theold place hadtobe completed
gutted to the bare-timbers, a
delight to the 'sidewalk
superintendents' of which there
is never a shortage.

The old Mulvaney's had the
somewhat rickety charm of an
aging southern belle, to match its
Cajun theme. It's successor

promises to capitalise on the
stunning view.

Fireplaces are not uncommon
in restaurants but most designers
would have put a fireplace inside
and the boat on the roof.

Not Brent Davies (whose other
showpieces are The Teahouse,
Seasons in the Park and Cardero's).
He decided to put the boat inside
and fireplaces on a large rooftop
patio.

The new restaurant apparently
doesn't have a name yet. Either
the new owners are being coy until
the grand opening announcement,
or truthful that they still haven't
thought of the ideal one. They are
planning on opening this spring.
If they are tossing names in a hat
perhaps they should toss in Kivi's,
to honour the boat that will be such
a distinguishing feature.

Granville Island Hotel Addition
Open House - Thursday, March 9
4:30 - 8:00p.m.
Former Information Centre (1592 Johnston St.)

Notification of Granville Island
Hotel's development application
has been mailed to residents east
of Charleson Park.

As reported in an earlier issue
(The Creek, Jan/2000) the
expansion, would take the form
of a four-storey annex on the
present parking lot to the north of
the existing hotel. It would
increase the number of hotel
rooms from 54 to 86. Parking

provisions would be met within
the unassigned allocation for
Granville Island.

The Open House is being held to

enable residents and businesses
on and around Granville Island to
clarify any questions they may
have with staff from the City's
Planning Department and the
Granville Island Hotel who will
be in attendance to discuss the
proposal.

St. Patrick's Day has been commandeered by the Irish but according
to the Book of Dates, in medievel times March 17th was popularly
regarded as the day Noah entered the Ark.




2 THE CREEK

MARCH, 2000

My fervent hope for each new
year is that my brain will work better
and faster - and then I head to Mexico
to bake it in 90°F. for six weeks.

It was particularly well baked this
year!

Half-an-hour after turning the
computer on , the printer jammed, as
it frequently does. After the
customary wrestling match to
extricate crumpled paper it still
wouldn't function, even after'a good
night's rest' - my prescription for
computer problems that often works.
The only instruction in the printer
manual I could understand was:
"Unplug machine, count to 5 and re-
insertplug.” Thatdidn't work either.

In desperation I requested a $95/
hour house call from atechno-wizard
at Simply Computing. Before
heading my way he patiently asked
several questions - and I was
mortified to discover (after three
years with this printer) a plug I never
knew existed, which, needlesstosay,
I had disconnected.

Ah well, better to lose one's self
respect, some days, than $95.

And maybe the brain will begin to
work better as the tan fades.

Talk about pretentious

The last time I bought a cheap
($19.98) watch at London Drugs I
was astonished to discover from the
label that Casio no longer makes
‘wrist watches'. These handy little
timepieces are now called Wrist
Technology.

Imagine the reception you'd get,
stopping a stranger on the seawall to
ask "Are you wearing a piece of
Wrist Technology - can you tell me
the time?
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Kudos to Stamps Landing Pub

Thislovely letter has languished
in The Creek mailbox since
January, but appreciation does
not DEpreciate by being delayed.
I'mquite surethe othersmentioned
will be just as warmed as I am,
now, as we would have been two
months ago.

The Editor:

Firstly, I would like to thank you
for The Creek newspaper which
provides us all with lots of useful
information and also a nice feeling of
community.

Secondly, could you printa GREAT
BIG THANKS to the proprietors of
Stamps Landing Pub and all their
staff for providing Open House on
New Year's Eve in the true spirit of
what it is supposed to be. They
provided a wonderful, warm and

friendly atmosphere for people of all
ages. Alongwith generous appetizers
which were handed out throughout
the evening, and a glass of bubbly at
midnight, were party favours and
great music for dancing. The staff
were all amazing and full of the
season's spirit, as were the DJs, all of
which added to the night.

My friends and I were all equally
impressed and thoroughly enjoyed
ourselves. We allextend our warmest
thankstoall thoseinvolved in helping
and making the last Hogmanay of
the millennium, a cozy, friendly and
memorable event in Stamps.

May I also say a special thankyou
to Peter Fairleigh for all his help to
me, the False Creek community and
our strata.

Katrina Bogie
and friends

Gardener victim of his diligence

The Editor:

If you are wondering why you
haven't seen George Huddleston,
the Parks Board gardener, crouched
over a shrub lately - George tripped
on a stump on the berm last
September, and tore aligament in his
shoulders. He has been at home
trying to rehabilitate through
physiotherapy since then. Shoulders
take longer to heal than many other
parts of the body; George may need
some minor surgery to repair his, in

which case he may not be back to
work before the summer.

If you wish to send him your good
wishes, tell the other gardeners
working in the park when you see
them - or stop by the gardeners'
storage/lunch room in the parking
garage at Alder Bayat 11:30 or 3:15
every weekday. George sometimes
stops in there to socialise.

Celia Brauer

Mindless vandalism offensive and costly

The Editor:

Someone living in or visiting False
Creek isdefacingmany surfaces with
spray paint. Itis especially visible in
the area from the Leg-in-Boot Sq.
area to the school.

This is mindless vandalism of the
most pathetic sort. It serves no
purpose other than to make a mark,
when no-one is looking. What kind
of joy can the sprayer receive from
such an anti-social act? Taxpayers'
money is being spent to employ
people to remove these mindless
scrawls. Isthe 'writer' aware of this?

If anyone knows this person, please
let him know the price we all must

pay to undo what he has done in a
few minutes. Spray painting public
property may give one individual
(or a group) a momentary thrill, but
for the rest of law-abiding citizens it
is unsightly, depressing, costly and
time-consuming to remove.

As asociety, please let us not stand
for this nonsense. Let us tell the
culprit(s) to stop and find some more
rewarding form of self-expression.
Creativity is wonderful, our public
spaces are priceless. Public
vandalism is not cool.

Celia Brauer

Watch out Mother Goose

Those men with nets are goosenappers

Scenes of gosling daycare like this may be a thing of the past as the
Parks Board maintains its 10-year program of capturing and
relocating Canada Geese and their goslings.

To get something done a
committee should consist of
no more than three people,
two of whom are absent.
Robert Copeland

Too many people expect

. wonders from democracy,

when the most wonderful
thing of all is just having it.
Walter Winchell

Miz B's place

your house, Miz ‘B. occasio
has room for two people.
Queen size bed
Private bathiroom

Tel. 734-3369

If you cannot, or would rather
not, have friends or relatives at

(Two cats also live here) ¥ g' 2 ,.\

on the False Creek seawall

Notice the B & B  has been
omitted from my ad., which
requires a truthful explanation.

The truth is my natural waking
hour is 9 o'clock and I no longer
caretostruggle up before 8 o'clock
to serve breakfast.

I'had several guests last year but
they all wenttoeither theirrelatives

or Granville Island for breakfast.
So we each emerged to greet the
day at whatever hour suited us and
were all ‘content with the
arrangements.

My place is ffso convenient for
people visiting False Creek residents
I'm happy to provide the bed if your
visitors will pass on breakfast

Cats and small dogs may be in
danger from the coyotes prowling in
False Creek but the wild beasties
were not responsible for the absence
of new goslings around Charleson
Park last year. In a (probably
hopeless) attempt to control the
growth of the Canada Geese
population Parks Board staffcaptured
the goslings in nets last spring.

A conversation with a Parks Board
staff member confirmed the goose-
reduction program has been
underway for several years in
CharlesonPark and anumber of other
parkareas. The 'firststrike'is shaking
the eggs to prevent hatching. The
netting exercise follows for the
goslings which escape it.

I learned about the netting project
last week in David Suzuki's TV
program The Nature of Things which
explored the excessive goose
population in a variety of locations,
including London, England. Some
well meaning person presented the
sovereign withapair of Canada Geese
several decades ago. They have
been so fecund every since the Queen
has probably been cursing the donor
lately.

In the segment on Charleson Park
the reaction.of passers-by was
interesting. ~ They acknowledged
that the goose population might be
out of control but were quite
distressed that the babies were being
parted from their mothers. The
Parks Board staffer explained the
goslings would be transferred to
Stanley Park, into the care of surrogate
goose parents and then they would
all be transported up-country to the
Fraser Valley. (CanadaGeese being
smarter than humans, they've
probably all flown back here and are
busy picking out their nesting spots
for this spring). -

The local star of The Nature of
Things show (for locals, certainly)
was Catherine Milaire, manager of
Monk McQueen's. Many people
probably know that Monks has had a
pair of resident geese for nine years.
Marge and, Homer (as they were

named years ago) commandeered a

large plant pot on the edge of the
deck where Marge layshereggsevery
year. Monk's staff provide food for
Marge during her 'confinement'

whichrelieves Homer of some of his
parental duties.

Without fail Marge's eggs hatch
either the day before, on, or the day
after Mothers' Day. Thus the CBC
crew were on hand to record the
goslings' first hours and their
struggles to leap out of the plant pot
to the deck below.  Catherine says
Marge and Homer always blithely
parade their little ones through a
deck full of brunching customers
and take them to the lagoons behind
Pacific Cove where, much to her
misgiving, they were captured last
year. Marge and Homer wailed
with grief for weeks.

- We know how aggressively
protective Canada Geese are if
humans approach their young too
closely, but such is the trust Marge
and Homer have in their safe haven
on Monk's deck that, two years ago,
when it became evident Marge had
made her nest too deep in the pot for
the goslings to jump out, she and
Homer stood by and allowed
Catherine to lift them out.

Mothers' Day is usually on the first
Sunday in May; this year it falls on
May 14. It will be interesting to see
which day Marge chooses to hatch.

Unlikely as it may sound
Newfoundland has Canada Geese
Sanctuaries and prominent signs
pleading

Save our
Canada Geese

Too bad shipping a few hundred of

ours would be too expensive..
Although perhaps it would be
cheaper for Newfoundland
conservationists to pay the fare for
one planeload of geese than to
maintain the sanctuaries!







