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Plywood Cup vessels all land safely

A huge crowd hung around behind
Granville Island Public Market on
Sunday, June 27 to cheer
encouragement (and mumble "that
thing will never float!") whilel5
teams constructed 'vessels' with only
2 sheets of plywood, a roll of duct
tape, a bag of nails and a 12" hand
saw.

Amazingly none of the craft
disintegrated when dropped in the
water, and even more miraculously,
their skippers all managed to paddle
across the swiftly running Creek to
land, vessels all still intact. at the
False Creek Yacht Club dock. (In
the '97 Plywood Cup half the craft
collapsed before leaving the dock .)

Comedy Festival will
lighten up a soggy summer

Cheer is on the way - if not the sun
- when the 13th Annual Comedy
Festival lands on Granville Island on
July 22. For eleven days, at least,
you can laugh all afternoon at the
free outdoor shows around the Public
Market, then laugh some more at the
evening indoor shows. The short

The competition is organised by the
Canadian Progress Club, a very active
service clubwhich works fora variety
oflocal charities. Thisyear's Plywood
Cup was in support of Big Brothers
of Great Vancouver Special
Olympics - and, gratifyingly, the
paddler for the Big Brothers & Sisters
team was the winner. In keeping
with the title theme the awards are no
more than bits of plywood on astand.

Particular thanks go to Windsor
Plywood at 7th & Fir, who supply all
the materials for the Plywood Cup
events - that's a fair whack of wood
and duct tape to contribute, and the
saws would hardly be resaleable
afterwards, even as 'seconds!’

comedy films
seriesis back again
thisyear. There is
information on p.3 and complete
programs are available at the
Information Centre. The Comedy
Festival office and Box Office is next
door in Festival House.

Free Rides on Official Opening
day of streetcar extension

The streetcar line - officially known

as the Downtown Historic Railway
- has now been extended to Ontario
Street.

The Official. Opening will take
place at Science World Station at
Ist Ave. & Ontario St. at 10:30 a.m.
on Thursday, July 15. After the
speeches and cake - surely there’ll
be cake again? - from Noon to 2
p-m. all comers at either end of the
run will be able to enjoy-a FREE
RIDE.

This year there will be two
authentic, fully restored interurban
carsinoperation . Thelineextension
will be open to the public as of the
July 17 weekend.

Every half-hour
Weekend & Holiday afternoons
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Return fares:
Adults: $2 Children/Seniors: $1

Last summer over 4000 people
‘rode the rails’ from Leg-in-Boot
Station to Granville Island. There
were many locals whotook the trolley
to goshopping ontheIsland. Seniors
who rode for the same price as on the
No.50busthoughtit was a greattreat.

If you’re not in a hurry it will be a
novel way to go downtown this
summer - it’s a pleasant walk along
the seawall from Ontario St. to the
Science World Skytrain.

Next Steps on Land Leases:

New Appraisal and Conversion to Freehold

by Audrey Gill

and lease holders agreed
that a new, truly
independent, appraisal of
values in False Creek South West is

needed to resolve the disagreement

with the City. The second public
meeting of the newly-formed
community group, False Creek
Landlease Action Committee
(FLAC) was held June 14 on
Granville Island, withabout 75 people
in attendance.

In proposing the new appraisal,
lawyer and FLAC Council member,
Amold Armstrong, outlined the unfair
elements in the City's handling of its
offers to lease holders in 1993 and
1998 to prepay the leases to the end of
their 60-year terms, noting it has a
duty in law to behave fairly.

"Once a municipality embarks on a
course of conduct that has or will
have an effect upon the residents or a
group of residents of the municipality,
itinvokes aduty upon the municipality
and its municipal council, to be fairin
its dealings and to ensure that natural
justice prevails," Mr. Armstrong
stated. "There is an abundance of
judgments of the courts, including
the Supreme Court of Canada,
upholding the doctrine of fairness
and natural justice."

He listed some, but not all, of the
unfair elements that have occurred:
« failure to permit the leaseholders to
have any input into the valuations of
the lands, prior to establishing what
the City considered to be their fair
market value
* improperly determining the square
footages of certain strata.units, with
no appeal :

« directing the appraisers retained by
the City not to take into account the
fact that the lands are, in all
probability, polluted, in view of the
prior industrial uses

* not requesting independent
appraisals be obtained by the lease
holders, and paying for them

» failing to invite the lease holders to
seek arbitration.

Mr. Armstrong pointed out a classic
exampleofthe City's unfairness. The
appraised value of the lands under
dispute by FLACin South West False
Creek, was $81 to $120 per buildable
square foot in 1993, and $71 to $109
in 1998. The appraised value for the
South East False Creek land in 1996
was $40 to $75. And this was after
cleanup of any pollution, whereas the
FLAC lands were appraised on the
basis that there was no pollution.

Further, the False Creek North lands
were appraised by the City in 1997 at
$45 to $65 for sale of development
rights to Concord Pacific.

"We acknowledge that the City
was under no duty to offer to permit
the leaseholders to prepay their
leases," Mr. Armstrong said.
"However, once the offer was made
and was accepted by a number of
strata unit owners, the duty of
fairness in determining values arose
and the methodology came into
question and continues to be
questionable.

The principles of natural justice
cannot seem to be eroded," Mr.
Armstrong stated.

In view of the large variance in
land values in the same area, and
with evidence in internal memos
obtained through Freedom of
Information requests that the City
rejected the first and second
appraisals on the SW section as
being too low, FLAC is asking the
City to pay for a new and
independent appraisal with an
appraiser of FLAC's choice. (The
total appraised value was increased
from $10million to $12 million and
finally accepted by City Council at
$16 million).

Freehold Conversation

FLAC expects that the appraisal
will show much lower land values
and lease prepayment prices than
those previously established by the
City. At that point, FLAC will be
asking the City to consider selling
the land to the strata unit owners, as
asolution of mutual benefit. Values
would be established by agreement,
or by arbitration. Itisexpected that
the purchase prices would be less
than the lease prepaymentamounts.

FLAC Council member, Robert
Renger, told the meeting he has
been in correspondence with a
lawyer in Hawaii who has been
dealing with the land lease/freehold
issuethere. Shesaid, "Most Hawaii
real estate lawyers will tell you that
leasehold property has caused
economic and social problems of
very large magnitude.

If we had our choice, we would
avoiditlike the plague! Upcoming
lease rent_renegotiations make
leasehold properties unmortgag-
able. Lenders won't loan against
them unless the remaining fixed
rent term is longer than the term of
the loan, so many cannot mortgage
their property at all,"

Mr. Renger also stated that free-
hold has been proposed asapossible
solution to the Musqueum reserve
lease problems, by the B.C. Minister
of Aboriginal Affairs. He added
that freehold conversion on land
leases has been taking place widely
in England, where they were much
more prevalent than in Canada.

FLAC Council

A structure for the new group was
approved at the public meeting. A
Council composed of representatives
from each of the 10 strata complexes
(covering 377 land leases) has been
formed, and a smaller executive
committee will continue the day-to-
day work.

FLAC Council member Mike
Lebowitz noted that FLAC will not
attempt to represent the non-profit
complexes in the area because, while
there are common interests, the non-
profits have their own particular
concerns. The non-profits are
structured differently among
themselves and stratas are more
uniform. = However, a continual
exchange of information between the
FLAC Council and the non-profits
will be encouraged, with each group
supporting the other's efforts.

Meeting chair John Golka proposed
amission statement for FLAC, which
was discussed and revised, and then
approved as follows:

* To research and share as much
informationas possible regarding the
False Creek leases.

» To convince the City through
democratic means to have a fair and
accurate reassessment of land values
and future rents, including the effects
of any possible industrial soil
contamination, by means of
negotiation, independent review, or
arbitration.

* To explore.with the City the mutual
benefits of freehold land title

conversion.

For more information, visit the
FLAC website:
http://members.theglobe.com/renger

FLAC Council Members
Elected on June 14 (others who are
interested are invited to join).
Heather Point
Jeremy McCall
Marine Mews
John Golka
Creek Village
Bern Klein, David Ellis, Judy
Chrastina, Susan Butterworth,

~ Mariana Johnson

Spruce Village

Audrey Gill, David Hughes,
Nina Rhodes-Hughes

666 Leg-in-Boot Sq.

Kristina Grant

658 Leg-in-Boot Sq.

Arnold Armstrong, Jane Baker
MillBank/Market Hill/Leg-in-Boot
Mike Lebowitz

Alder Bay Place

Merv Therriault, Robert Renger
Fountain Terrace

Bernadet Ratsoy

Harbour Terrace

Don Bennett, Jane Ellis
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Confiscate your kids' spray
cans, lest they be up to no good with
them. The owner of the Dicksons
Coffee Company van which is
regularly parked in the School Green
lot was put to much trouble and
expense to remove the graffiti some
young rotter(s) sprayed on his van
last month. No-one deserves such
malice.

*

It will soon be a month since
Rustico Bakery in Leg-in-Boot Sq.
closed its doors for the summer.
Holly Thorbes was headed for a
monthin Portugal with her daughter.
Cliff may only now be emerging
from a loooog, and long-deserved
sleep-in. Their plan is to return in
September but to bake for the
wholesale trade.

*
USED STAMPS

Please hold on to themuntil
September. My house guests would
be quite baffled by the steady flow
of packages that comes through the
cat door.
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Special funds for Community Centre renewal sorely needed

The City of Vancouver has 23
community centres. City residents
make 4 million visits a year to them.

All centres are bursting at the seams
with activities involving people of
every age from pre-schoolers to
seniors. Many of the structures are
not only in need of expansion but
because of their age are also in dire
need of major renovation. Even
seismic upgradingisrequired inmost
centres - and they are all designated
as emergency centres!

The annual Parks Board capital
allocation for community centres
cannot possibly meet these
requirements. The Vancouver
Community Centre Associationshave
been pressing Park Board and City
Council for several years to complete
a long-term community centre
renewal plan and to see that it is
properly funded overaperiod of years.

City voters have demonstrated their
willingness to invest in community

centre renewal.

In the November 1996 civic
election there was a separate ballot
question: "Are you in favour of City
Council approving additional
funding of $2 million from the
Operating Budget during the years
1997-99 for the renovation and
upgrading of community centre
facilities?" 75% of those who voted
said YES on that ballot.

The Community Centre Assoc-
iation Presidents are requesting City
Council to approve that a separate
Community Centre Renewal Capital
item be included on the November
1999 civic election ballot.

This time the dollar amount needs
to be larger so that needs can be met
over 10 years or so.

False Creek Community Centre,
while in good structural condition,
has undergone one expansionalready
and is planning a second, all to meet
the never-ending demands for

Free For The Taking section a great success

This item had to be bumped from
its customary spot at the bottom of
the Classified column onp.8, infavour
of paid ads. The Creek Editor, a
fanatical recycler who seldom
contributes more than a small plastic
shopping bagful of garbage to the
landfill each month, was so gratified
with the response to last month’s
Free For The Taking offerings, she
thinks it's worth reporting.

Jennifer found a happy new owner
for her Poppason chair cushion.
George’s sofa & chair went a new
home on Fairview Slopes. My
bathroom sink now awaits installation

in somebody’s cabin. When one
lady wanted to put my old kitchen
cupboards in her storage room I
realised they could go in mine - so I
keptthem. The lower cabinets were
not so easy to give away and sadly
did end up in the landfill.

If therain stops fortwo consecutive
days three patterned runners will
hang, Free for the Taking, on the
fence of 1124 Ironwork Passage.
Someone may not mind the cats have
chewed the fringe off one end.

Adbvertising for Freebies is FREE -
see back page for instructions.

OPERA BREVE'S summer
season of weekly cabarets continues
through July & August at O'Doul's
Restaurant on Robson.

Some of Vancouver's most
promising young singers present
"Saucy Sopronas”, "La Serenata",

"West End Stories", "Summer
Serenades" and "A Tribute to Cole
Porter", all programs featuring
favourite melodies from opera,
operetta and music theatre.
Performances begin 8:00 p.m. No
cover charge.

APOLLONIA

services and programs.

All families whose members use
even one program at a community
centre - and even those whose only
use of a centre is to attend a regular
meeting of a group - have a vested
interest in supporting this proposal .

Now is the time to show support

In September City Council will
decide whether or not to place the
$support question on the civic ballot
inNovember. Coucillors respond to
voter pressure.

Write to:

The Mayor & Members of Council
City Hall, 453 West 12th Ave.
Vancouver V5Y 1V4

A suggested letter:

As a participant in community
centre programs I ask City Council
members to put a direct question
about community centre renewal
investment on the ballot this
November, justasyoudidthreeyears
ago, when 75% of those who voted
approved a $2 million investment
over and above the Capital Plan.

The Community Centre

Association Presidents have my full
support in their efforts to have
community centre renewal properly
funded over the next decade so that
we can continue to enjoythe valuable
benefits these centres deliver.

BRIO
LEGO
Arts & Crafts
Science
Software
Books
Replica
Crayola
Kid's CDs
Baby
Outdoor
L Kite

W

Educational Software

Fo M L R, A
free gift wrapping

- Smartypants -

THE IMAGINATION AND LEARNING STORE

3069 west 4h ave * 7313833

Your Neighbourhood Greek Restaurant

Apollonia is owned and operated by the Prinianakis family.
The restaurant is small with a warm family atmosphere.

In the kitchen, Harry and Thea Prinianakis prepare Greek medals
the same way that they do at home with recipes they brought
with them from Greece 25 years ago.

The menu is simple from Cretan style Roast Lamb to vegetarian
dishes and the prices are reasonable: $7.50 to $11.95.

< Open for Lunch and Dinner (Licensed)
Monday to Thursday 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Friday 11:30a.m.-11:00 p.m.
Saturday 5:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

1830 Fir St. (2nd & Fir)

monday fo safurday 106 + sunday (25

Tel: 736-9559

“Professional Blind
Cleaning is not as
expensive as you

Length Width

48" | 72" (96"

72" |$10 |$14|$18

96" |$14 | $18|$22

Service Call Extra

* Repairing o Parts e Cleaning

THE
VENETIAN BLIND
SERVICE CENTRE

“A complete Blind Service since 1952"

331 W. 7th Avenue

874-1121

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9 - 12

may think!”







