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Introduction 
As 2015 comes to an end and we summarize the work of the False Creek South 
Neighbourhood Association over the past year, it’s worth reviewing the purpose 
of our Association as set out in our constitution and bylaws: 
 

Purpose of the Association 

 
The purpose of the association is to: 
 
1. provide a forum for discussion of neighbourhood concerns and interests. 
2. promote an economically, socially, and culturally diverse neighbourhood with a 
friendly, positive, vibrant sense of community. 
3. promote a safe and healthy neighbourhood. 
4. promote the maintenance and improvement of the physical condition of the 
neighbourhood. 
5. promote and advocate for the collective interests of the residents and property 
owners of the neighbourhood. 
6. encourage civic participation by residents while remaining non-partisan as an 
association. 
7. assist and represent the neighbourhood in obtaining information, services, and 
improvements from the various levels of government, while maintaining a 
constructive working relationship with them. 
 
 

Our work in 2015 
 

I.  Community building 

 
This past year the False Creek South Neighbourhood Association continued and 
expanded our work in line with the Purpose set out above. 
 
1. We continued our long-standing practice of providing financial support to 
various children’s activities in our neighbourhood that are initiated and organized 
by groups outside of the FCSNA, specifically: 
 
- the False Creek Elementary School’s Bike to School program,  
- the False Creek Community Centre’s Canada Day programs for children, and  
- the combined Community Centre and School Dragon Boat programs for 
children in False Creek.  
 
2. We continued to organize and finance our own regular community-building 
programs, including the following: 
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2(a) Along with the School, we funded and carried out the popular annual 
Caroling in Leg-In-Boot Square that saw school kids, their teachers, parents and 
neighbours join together in an evening of singing in the Square and throughout 
our lanes and courtyards, culminating in hot chocolate and treats at the False 
Creek Housing Co-op in Sitka Square. 
 
2(b) We continued our participation with the City of Vancouver’s neighbourhood 
clean-up campaign, Keep Vancouver Spectacular, throughout the Creek from our 
eastern boundary of the Cambie Bridge to Burrard Bridge on the west. This year 
many delegates and others from numerous enclaves participated in the spring 
clean-up in May. Although the notice was short, in November a number of 
residents from Regatta, Newport Quay, Pacific Cove and the Creekview and 
Connaught Housing Co-ops engaged in a fall clean-up east of Leg-In-Boot 
Square.  
 
2(c) Our second annual summer barbeque, Grill and Chill, took place in August in 
Charleson Park. This event, financed entirely by the FCSNA, is proving to be a 
very popular event with residents and visitors alike – and even with passers-by. 
 
2(d) As part of our support for urban agriculture, we continued sponsorship of the 
two existing community gardens in False Creek South, John McBride Community 
Garden at West 1st Avenue and Wiley Street, and the Charleson Community 
Garden in Charleson Park. We also agreed to provide sponsorship to a new 
garden that organizers are hoping to build on vacant City land within the 
neighbourhood. 
 
2(e) In line with our interest in supporting studies intended to benefit the 
community and the city, we encouraged the work of students involved with City 
Studio to find ways to enhance Leg-In-Boot Square, and UBC students engaged 
in a voluntary energy audit of various enclaves.  
 
 

II. Major work in progress   

 

1. Roadways and walkways 

1(a) The False Creek South Seawall 

 
 Beginning in 2014 the Association struck a Seawall Committee consisting of 
Mats Tholin (Heather Point) and Gordon Watson (Creekview) to try to address 
the problems of seawall usage. After some months, including considerable effort 
on the part of this committee, the Active Transportation Committee (ATC) of the 
City’s engineering department began to look at the False Creek South seawall in 
earnest. Mats and Gordon became part of the ATC’s still ongoing focus group. In 
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the result, and after two community open houses and a special Association 
meeting with Engineering’s David Rawsthorne and Lynn Guilbault, the ATC is to 
make its recommendations to City Council sometime early in 2016.  
 
Our Association’s overall perspective, as communicated to the ATC is: 
 
 That the present situation where cyclists and pedestrians share the same 
pathways no longer works, and separate pathways must be created.  
 
 That whatever seawall changes are made must result in very minimal impact on 
the parks, trees, gardens and green space that characterize our neighbourhood. 
 
That solutions must be found to the problem of those who use the seawall and 
who, unfortunately, disregard the safety and well-being of others.  
 
Of course, there are many specific issues to be addressed before our concerns 
can be met and the devil, as usual, is in the details. We will continue to monitor 
closely the final recommendations and continue our advocacy as necessary.   
 
 

1(b) Traffic problems: Spyglass and Commodore and Alder Crossing 

 
We have asked the City’s Engineering Department to look at the traffic violations 
that regularly occur at these two intersections. In response, we were informed 
that the City is prepared to review the situation and, in fact, has been monitoring 
usage and violations. As Engineering has not yet shared its findings with us, this 
is a matter that will need follow-up in the coming year. 
 

1(c) Congestion, noise and nuisances 

 
Alongside at least one enclave strata council (Pacific Cove) and several of its 
residents, as well as residents of Newport Quay and Discovery Quay, we have 
been working toward finding solutions to the problems created by the expansion 
of Mahony’s on the site of the former Monk McQueen’s restaurant.  These 
problems are numerous but are being addressed in some detail by local 
residents, supported by the FSCNA. This will also be an ongoing matter for the 
coming year. 
 

1(d) Other maintenance issues 

 
We have informed the City of the problem of the disappearing riprap on the 
seawall where kayakers and canoeists have removed sections to allow places 
where they can temporarily tie-up. While asking the City to make necessary 
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repairs, we’ve also proposed that the new community plan provide for better land 
access along the seawall for these kinds of watercrafts. 
 
The uneven pavement on Lamey’s Mill Road, first raised in an earlier delegates 
meeting and carried forward to Engineering by Gordon Watson, has been 
repaired. 
 
We have also asked Engineering that repairs be made to the surfaces of our 
roadways and pathways throughout our neighbourhood as these appear to have 
been neglected for some time. 
 
Problems with lighting in Charleson Park were also raised by delegates earlier 
this year. Kathleen MacKinnon (Regatta) pursued this further, resulting in much 
better illumination. 
 
 

2. *RePlan   

 
Our planning committee continues into its 6th year of work toward the renewal of 
our community. False Creek South, with its mix of incomes and housing types, 
parks and gardens, has become one of the premium urban neighbourhoods of 
the world. Our *RePlan committee is focused on working toward both the 
retention of what is a success story by any standards, and the advancement of 
such City goals as environmental sustainability and increased affordable housing.  
 
These are ambitious undertakings with enormous complexities related exactly to 
the very factors that make this such a desirable community, especially the land 
and housing tenure mix. In many respects the City, particularly its elected 
leadership, has been responsive to the issues raised by *RePlan, as evident by 
the Mayor’s letter in May of this year.  
 
However, complicating the matter has been the departure of key City senior staff, 
specifically, the City Manager and the Director of Planning. This naturally 
affected our planning committee’s ability to advance issues in meetings with the 
City. However, very recently *RePlan representatives have met with senior staff 
in the Real Estate and Planning departments and with the acting City Manager 
and are confident of real progress in 2016. 
 

3. Refugee Sponsorship 

 
A new initiative undertaken this year began at our May meeting when Wes 
Knapp and Kathleen MacKinnon (Regatta) raised the possibility of the FCSNA 
sponsoring a refugee family from Syria. A committee of delegates and other 
residents came together to investigate this possibility and  - several Association 
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and many more Refugee Sponsorship Committee meetings later - the following 
resolution was passed at our November meeting: 
 
“ That the FCSNA pursue the sponsorship of a refugee family from Syria under 
the auspices of a local Sponsorship Agreement Holder (SAH) and authorizes the 
Refugee Sponsorship Committee to lead the implementation of the initiative.” 
 
A great deal of work has already gone into this initiative and much more remains 
to be done. The committee has undertaken to raise approximately $40,000 to 
help resettle a family in all respects for a maximum of one year. Fundraising will 
provide 100% of the estimated amount required. The entire community will be 
canvassed and encouraged to volunteer whatever monetary and non-monetary 
assistance is required to help this family’s successful transition to new and better 
lives. 
 

4. Internal work 

 
Much time and effort has been devoted to updating the FCSNA website and 
merging it with that of our *RePlan committee.  The FCSNA targeted funds for 
this project, including the design of a new logo, and local resident Bree Galbraith 
was tasked with bringing it to fruition. As the year comes to an end this initial 
work is nearing completion. It is hoped that delegates and the residents they 
represent will take an active role in creating an interactive and dynamic means of 
communication within our community and beyond.  
 
And finally, the archive of The Creek, our community newspaper for 20 years in 
the capable hands of Beryl Wilson (Spruce Village), is now available on our 
website. 
 

III. Finally…Special Thanks to: 

 
None of the work of the FCSNA could be achieved without the very active 
participation of Association delegates both in their own voluntary capacities and 
in communicating with and involving the residents in the enclaves they represent. 
 
This participation has grown considerably in the past year as the number of 
delegates has grown and as an increasing number becomes more involved in 
our activities, so much so that it’s difficult to acknowledge everyone. Some 
delegates, however, deserve special mention for their extensive commitment of 
time and energy. In no particular order: 
 
Diane Darch (Fountain Terrace) – who again spearheaded the Keep Vancouver 
Spectacular effort and the annual caroling event, and who is always willing to 
lead Association initiatives and get done what needs doing; 
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Mats Tholin and Gordon Watson – who devoted extensive hours and days, if not 
weeks, to help formulate viable solutions to the decades-long problem of False 
Creek South seawall traffic and usage;  
 
Marie-Claude Collins (Harbour Terrace), Richard Evans (False Creek Co-op), 
Wendy Herdin (Alder Bay Co-op) and Jim Woodward (Market Hill) – who 
continue to volunteer many hours, days, weeks and months to our *RePlan 
committee, and who keep the vision alive; 
 
Evan Alderson, Wes Knapp, and Kathleen MacKinnon (Regatta), Charlie 
Richmond and Susan Wright (Henley Court) - whose selfless and informed 
determination toward providing refuge on our behalf to a Syrian family 
demonstrates that community-building takes many forms.  
 
Peer-Daniel Krause– who devotes countless unpaid hours to often invisible work 
such as building the website, promoting and working on our annual summer 
event, and to keeping us more organized that we otherwise would be. 
 
Kathie Cornes – our intrepid secretary, capable and good-natured, who captures 
not only the content but also the spirit of delegates’ decision-making. 
 
Special kudos to: 
 
David McCann – our treasurer for the past three years who personifies the spirit 
of community and whose personal generosity knows no bounds; 
 
Kathleen MacKinnon, whose presence in False Creek South often seems to be 
everywhere and always, who initiates and carries through so many of our 
projects and who, simply, can always be counted on. 
 
Thanks as well to the False Creek Housing Co-op and the Greater Vancouver 
Floating Home Co-op for those occasions when they graciously allowed us the 
physical space for our work. 
 
 
Next year, 2016, will be the 40th anniversary of our Association and its 
antecedent organizations, beginning with the Interim Residents’ Council in 1976. 
With luck and with our continuing work on behalf of our community, this report 
will be even longer next year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sharon Yandle, President 
False Creek South Neighbourhood Association 
 


